FURTHER COMMENTS ON SARR-SAVOY
REPORT ON RESTITUTION .

@Cultural heritage constitutes an inalienable part of a people's sense of self
and of community, functioning as a link between the past, the present and the
future; it is essential to sesitize the pblic about this issue and especially the
younger generan. An information campaign may prove very effective toward
that end; certain categories of cultural property are irrevocably identified by
reference to the dwral context in which tey we&e creaed (unique and
exceptional artworks and monuments, ritabjects, national symbols, ancestral
remains, dismembered pieces of outstanding works of art). It is their original
context that gives them their authenti@tyd unique vale o

Conclwions of theAthens International Conference on the Return of Cultural
Objects to their Countries of Origin Athens-18 March 2008(1)

Gold jewel of two crocdiles,Akan, Baule, Ivory Coast, now in Musée Quai Branly, Paris,
France.

May ourAfrican godsand anestorsblessBénédicte Savoy Felwine Sarand
their teamTheyhave restored to us part of the sel§pect and dignity we lost
whenstrarge peoplesunknown to uscame fom thousands omilesacross the
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ocears from lands wdnad neverseemand places waever knewexistel. They
killed many of our peopleghey burnt our citiesAbomey,Benin City,Kumasi,
Magdala,andSegou They took with tlem our artefacts that had beeith us
for hundreds of yearsur memoies Theydechreal that ar artefacts and
images of our ancessand times padielonged to thepeven though they
never shared our ancestral beliafgl culturesvhich theycondemneds pagan
and primitive

Descendnts of these violent soldiemudaciousobbersanduninhibitedlooters,
after mae than hundred s, still declae that we do not deserve the images
and objects weurselvesreatedn accordance with ourown traditions beliefs,
and aestheticEheyhavedeclared thabur funeral objects and ancestiorks
belong to thevorld. Are we Africans not rt of the world?

Kotas from Gabonnow in Muge duQuai Branly, Paris.

Some Ewopeans ppear to be genuinetoncerned Y the ideaha African
artefads could soon be back home in AfrideoolishEuropea ideas about us
appear not tdhave evolved meh during the last hundregiears Some are
wondering what all the fuss aboutBut manyhavebeenconvincedhat ¢olen
artdacts must be returned to theagd where they were taken frofie republic
of Beninwill soon seeBehanzin,Ghezoand Glelethe royal statues of Abomey
that werdooted bynotoriousGeneral Dodds in 184@Guo will also return(2)
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But what abouBe n smgeighbouygreat Nigeriawhat arethe Nigerians
doingabout recoveng artect looted by Europans?They ae very busy
borrowing their own lootedrtefads from the very countries that looted them.
But will anybodyin Addis-Ababa Abidjan, Abomey, Accra,Benin-City,
Cotonou,Dakar, Lagos Lomé Ouidah understadthe idea of borowing your
own looted artefactrom the same country that leal them andhas been
keeping thenfor morehundred yeardThis Anglo-Dutch-Austro German
conceptis beyond masof us. Nigeriawill apparent} receivetemporariyy some
of theBenin artéacts sblen by the Bitish in 1897whena Rosal Museurmow
under constructiom BeninCity is readyWe do not know whiclartefacts will
betemporallyreturned to Benin CityThoseon display in the Bode Museum
Berlin or thosein the Bitish Museum in_ondon?

Ethiopian crosses

EthiopianprocessionatrossesEthiopia,now inMusee du Quai Banly, Paris, France.How
can our contemporary Westernerdlgtistify the stealingand detention o€hristian cilosses
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that the Ethipians need for practicing their religious lef? SeeMichel Leiris Afrique
fantdmeon how Ethiopian holy paintings weselen during theotoriousDakar-Djibouti
Mission 193133.

This loanarrangement reindsone of a thief who hasstolen yourMercede
Benz and promises teeturnthe vehice if you buildabetter garagand enploy
anexperiencd driver. But where does the thief deethe right to dictatéo the
ownertermsandcondtions onwhich he woutl return thestolen vehicle?But
this isin substanewhat the Nigerianappear to haveegotiatedvith Austria,
Britain, Holland,and Norwayin the se called BeninDialogue Group

Between now anthecompletion of the new Royal Museum iefdn City, in
2021,(OvonramwerMuseun?), there is sufftient time for our Nigerian siste
and brothers to thinthe matter overEven Brexitcan be recondered. They
have enough time to exglato the rest oftie contirent that they were supposed
to lead who gais by the& borrowing tleir ownlooted artefac, how much they
have to paytransmrt, insurance andesurity costsetc, and whyBritain and
theother Europeaibtates cannot do whtite Frend are doimy: simply return
the artefactso theplaceand peofe from whom they weredoted.Nigeri a 6 s
defeatand humiliationarethe defeaand huniiation t of our whole continentf
Nigeria cannot claim back its undoubtedly looted artefacts aneftiiernas to
accept neaolonial schemeof loans those of us who have supported the
unoonditionalleadershipf Nigeria muste-examinethe baisof our
assessment. We must ask ourselves whether an Afriatagiweverbig and
richin resourcesincluding cultural artefacidut appearsveak in resolveo
complete decolonizatiomas theight quaitiesfor leadership on ou€ontinent
at a time when decisiMeadership andetemination are requiredNigerias
small neighbourBenin, is offering an alternative approdoldecobnization
that can only be completed when the form@onialistmasterdawe retuned
unconditiondly African artefacts they stole during the colonial period.

Before the pubtiation ofthe SarfSavoyreport somepeople poke of
circulation d artefacts. This topic was brieftliscussedby somespeakers athe
UNESCO Conferenceon circulaton of cultural property and shared heritage:
what new perspectivesn 1 June 2018ut afterthe grounebreakingreport it
became clear that quitenumbe of peope wereconsdering crculation of
artefacts as an alternative tstigution, to avoid tre need or duty to séitute
them Stéphane Martin whosehange®f postion onrestiution surprises nany
of us was among the first toint at his variation.Martin who has egressed his
oppositionto thereport reconmending restittion, suggeded that Macroris
sendingof 26 artéacts to Benin and his call fan irtermational canferencdan
2019 vereindicationof change of mind by therénch preidentandthat
Macronhas closedhe door on restitian. He saidthat dMacron is mordikely
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to favour the wder "circulation of artworks as the principal method of starin
cultural heritage' In otherwords,what we see as thegiming of heprocess b
restitution of lootd artefacs, Stephan Martirtonsiderst the end othe process

3)

Martinrelies onthe statement by Macrotinathe has reqgestedhis new culture
minister, Franck Resterwho waspresent at the meeting alpmwith thetwo
scholas, to organise the confemce withthe Foreign Affairs Ministry, and to
structure therocess of thei icculationo f  t h e sirtheweas tkcende.
Macron faddeclaredhati hforms of drculaton be onsidered: restitutions,
but also exhibitions,xhanges, longerm or sha-term lcans, cooperation, and
t he | ithath,mu sernudasentallrol® ythsp r o c. Wede oot
undersatnd Macrod s st at e mehedoor t sestiatibnevenmeagays
all forms of circulation of artefactsust be consieredandmentiors restituions
first and addlthatalsoother formsare not exclued. Thereis no groundo think
tha the fir st mentiored procedures excludedStrargeinterpretation to exclude
the first in favour of all those that are latadded.

We sedhis restrictve interpretationof MacranG statemenas part of the
tendentios reportirg that a caain Western presias adopted concerning the
SarrSavoy reportassoon & it was puhished,calling it, even before many had
read it, acontroversialreportthus trying to pushthe readr into a certaiframe
of mind even befoe sheor he hagead thereport and built an opinion k=ed on
his or her readingVhateveriMacron may haventendel, we shouldexamine
what Europearmuseum officialsinderstandby circulation d artefacts
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Anthropomorphianask Malike, Guinea,now imMuseedu Quai Banly,
Paris,France.



At basis of the European conception of cirtiola, is their conceptiorof
shaing. What do the Western museum directors ustded by sharing? bt
people in heworld understand by shamg, to mean gnerally thatyou divide
whatever thee is to share and give daparty gportion,gererally, equal rtion
unless there are good groundsdoiding into unequal share¥/hen western
museum official talk about having a shared traditimnhertage with Aricans
theydo not neanthey are redy to share whatever thesewith Africans.Most
of the dassical Benin bronzes arewesternmuseumgandnot all overthe
world as they pefer to say) The British Museum hasalarge quantityanywhee
from 300 to PO piecss, the EthnologyMuseum Berlin has transferred its 508
piecesto the Humbddt Forum,Vienna Ethnology Museum, noworld
Museum has somd 67 pieces, Haburg BEhnology Museum now Museum at
Rotherbaum has200 having recentlobtainedanother3 pieces that wre
establisheds lootedbjectsby theresearch of taMuseum of Art andCrafts,
Hamhurg. Most western museums refuse to tell us how yraanin artefacts
they hold. Do youthink anyof these museumsould be willing to give even
oneof the artéacts to Eenin, Nigeria?Not on yourlife! Of course, the British
Museum sold sme d the Benin loonzes to Nigeria(4)

During theBenin exhibition Benin:KingsandRitualsi Cout Arts from Nigeria
on 8 May 2007, in the Museum fur Volkerkuem®ienna,(now World Museum)
an internatnal synposium was organized in connection with the exhibition.
the course othe symposium the BeninRoyal Delegationdeclared that ieach

of the Western maeuns atthe corference returnedneartefact to Benin, the
would be satisfied. Pfessor Feesthen director of \blkerkunde Museum
Vienna,replied that thisvasimpossible. Th&Vest thus It a golden
opportunity to settlence and for alihis thorny problemThe greedand
selfishness othe so called universal musewsinad reacheds climax ard the
idea of parting even with one Benin artefact was unbeatatiiem (5)

We have in suggestedn several articlethatthe Berlin museuncould for
exampleyetun 200 piece of the580 it presently hold® Benin,Nigeria
Nobody has eenbotheredd comment on that because that is not how the
Germanmuseumslike mog European musans, understandhe concept of
sharing Incidentally, theBerlin museum has appaitéy sold orexchanged the
Benin artefacts. This came out in a case of Naated art whee the deceased
victim of Nazi confiscation had in his estat Beninbronze which fadbeen
obtainedfrom the Ethnology Museum Berli(6)

A youngGerman professawho haddone Iis doctoate on artefactsom Togo
told aradiointerviewer tlathewas surpised torealizein Togo that they had
lessTogolese artefds than the nuseum in Bdin, whereuponlie interviewer
asked whether thevay to fill this gap would be teenda few atefacts fom
Berlin to Togo. The pronpt answemvas no. What t&y could do wado share the
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knowledge the Germans halitainedfrom the artefats with the Togoles. This
view has &0 been confirmed by HermannrBager, President of the Prussi
Fourdation for Culturd Legacy,Berlin. Pazingerhas himsH explainedhis
concept oshared heritage as lfows:

ANe are all jointly responsible forhe culural heritage of mankind.So,we
should share it with the nats that we once subjected tdarual rule

The concept dhared heritge is faindedon the caviction tha mussums are
merely the tustees oh cultural heritage thabelongs, in essescto thewhole
of humanity. This prirtiple is only valid for objectthat have been acquired
legally. Sharecheritage is theréore a postational program, in a sese, and it
requires a coregponding nndset fromevery participant.

If this is to happerthen tle ailtural heritage preservecdiBerlin must also be
made ava#ble to the cultures of origirAs partof the processhe museums
themselvesieedto be dectonialized,in away, and lbcome more democratic.
Firstly, it is importart to involve curatos fromthe countresof origin and to
dismantle the old hierarchies mterpretation. For examplaye are @&vebping
the pregntation of tle Amazoia cdlection in collaboraion with
repreenatives of the indignous University of Taaan Venezuela, anas a
resut the hstories of the objets have gained new perspectiaesl additional
layers of meamg

Secoully, it is essentl that the méeerial knowledge of thecultures ofthe world
thathas been amassed hareBerlin can be access in its entiretyoy eveyore,
so oneof our core taskss to make it available digitafl . T hi rdl y, why
partsof thecollections be ablwedto travelmore ofen,if the appopriate
conselvation requrements can be met?i# conceivable that weould
cooperate mutmoreclosely withmuseums in the cauries of origin and
exchange gects temporarily for specialxéibitions. It is a majorconeern for
our colleaguesin Africa, in particular, that lendirg should be a twavay street.
The Humboldt Farm could serve a$¢ epienter of a retwork of internatonal
relationships that have beeenewed along these lines.dAfourthly, a
partnershipof equals coull well include the retun of indivdud objects in
certain cases, if thehave evidently been@uired illegally. The shamg of
heritage can therefore nly be as good as the correspamgiprovenance
research, whiclmeans irturn that maximuntransparencyoncernng the
circumsances of acgisitions is anessential prerequisd for cooperation (7)

When we read thiekt from Pazinge, we are shocked by #habsolute lack of
sympathy ad feeling for thevictimsof colonizationandtheir descadants. It
beconesclearthat Parzinger is detminedto hold thelootedobjects fronthe
former colonies in Berlin which hemindsus, was theplace whrere thedivision,
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exploitationand destration of Africa were plamed For him, the sufferings of
the oppressed pplesarealso part of the shared tiiage The Benin djects,
according to himwill enable the visitor t@ee thempress/e worksbut they
will also tdl the other side of the stoof oppressionHe seemsto wantto make
the Beninbronzesproduds of cdonial oppessiorwhich theywere rot. It is
their loding and detention tharepart of the oppressive coloniaistem lut not
their produdion. They were there beforthe colonialsts and imperialists
invaded BeninlIndeal, the cobnial incursion truncagd a civilzation in full
blossom To corsiderthe victims of violence and the perpators of violence as
havinga shaed heritage lecauseof the crimnal violenceof the oppressors
rather oddWe wanderwhether havould also tdl victims of Nazism thiathey
hawe a shareddritagewith the Nazis. But with Africans,because of lack of
respect for us, our historyand our sensitivity, every bizarreideaappears
acceptabléo ourcontemporarfuropears.

Punu maskGaba, nowin Museedu Quai Braty, Paris, France.

It becomes clear from thisxtwha Parzirmger thinks of sharing when he talks
about African artefactdf the wicked colonibsystem can be shadheitage,
why cannot the Europeaart, musicetc that were taght in somecolonial
schools balsoconsideredhared heritage? Why istitat only thebrutal
oppression and looting of artefacts are considered asdsharitagdut nd
what was presented as\ahed atievement of EuropePhe corept of shared
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heritage walealy intended tqreservdooted African artefacts in Western
museuns and no me. Incidentally, Germans tookhe concepiwf shared

heritage from the British Museum where it was developed mainly to prevent the
restitution of the Parthenon MarbleSuch a concept is clearly notdik to help
African restitution in anyvay.

Having corsideredAfrican victims andcolonial racist oppresers & having a
shared heritage Europeansnay gpearready to share with Africawhat was
looted in he colonidand slaveperiods The violenceandhumiliation of
Africans then bindhemwith their Eurgpeansoppressorso a canmon culture o
heritage tht is expressetthrough the looted African defects African artefacts
are hen classified alseritage of mankid, after havingbeen brutallywrenched
from their coutries oforigin. Europensbeing partof mankird are per
definition, entitled to their Bare Euopean darnat being part bthe heritagef
mankind,accordng to this way of thnking, is therefore nosubject to shared
heritage. Parznger and supporters dfis idea of a worldheritage or slared
heritage that excludes Europeanfansim shard heritage mustcongatulate
themselvesdr havirg cleverly excludad from world cultue, Rembrandt,
Matisse Picaso, Renoir, Reubensetc It is clear thattie idea bshared heritage
thatisonly limited tolooted African artefactss a convenient wayf the West
to cantinue the colonial explatation of African resourcesand reinforce aystem
that should baboishedby nowand notreinforced. Thenotion has not been
fully examined by & proponents. Tiey do not expect Africans to examine the
concepor rejed it.




Mask, luba, Democratic Repullic of Congo, now iAfrica Museum Tenvuren,
Belgium

| havesuggestedh several aticlestha we in Africa should also receivsome

European artibout which we are generally ignoransandro Botticelli, Albrecht
Durer, Hans HolbeirRablo Picasso, Raphael, Rembrandt, Peter Paul Rubens, Van Gogh and

other European mastersould help us tdearnmoreabout Europeanudture.
Nobody has een commerted on this ideal can onlyassume thanany are
shacked by the very idea oftE2uropean wrk of art in Dakar,Accra a Lagcs.
Prevailing ratsm, which isstrorgerthat many woulcdadmt, makes it impossile
for Europeans ternvisagesuchaneventualiy. Those who refused return your
looted artefacts on thgrounds that you cannaidk after hem arenot likely to
be enthusidag about sendingou a mastgriecesuch as Mona Lisa.Aevery
idea turns manygultivated Europanhead and yet they ae not raciss! It is all
one-way traffic.

With theexplanatimm of what Europeans cadsr asshared Rritage or werld
heritage in &, we can now ask aggselves whathey neanby circulation of
artworks. With the exclusion oEuropean art fromhared heritager world
heritage, it fdlows that those tking about ciculation of artworks meaonly
circulation of Africanartworks. The philosphy here isMineis nine but yourss
ours. | keep what s mine and we share what igours (8)

But why, in the name of fairneshas this becomeso normal that Europeanalk
about the neetbr circulation of atworks without any serious flection of what
this mean® At the back d theirminds is the expoitation of Africathat has
becomehrough ceturies d practice,quite normafor manyWesteners

At the UNESCO Conference on circulation of cultural property andreta
heritage: what new perspectives?1 Jun€018 the Africans who spoke
includingthe President of BeninPatrice Tandm, the Senegl Minister for
culture, Abdul Latf Coulibaly, all stated that thy were open to ciudation of
artworks but cledy, there must be restitution before circulatidinis seemed
logical to me for if you dmot havean obj&t, how can you articipate n any
meaningfulsystem of ciculation? How can youcirculate anyhing if you are ot
its owneror haveno control over i? Sq all those who are in favour of
circulation mustccept that circulation cannieplace resution.
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Yaoue Mask, Cotaldvoire, now in Musée africain deLyon, France.

But whathasbeen thattitude of theNesten museums so faias reged
circulationeven ofthe lootedAfrican artefactsdust a few xamgdes. Wken
Egypt, throughthe dynamicZahi Hawassequested fronthe Germanshie bust
of Nefertiti for theopening ofanew Egptian museumhe received negative
respase, basedroseveral grounds inating the eplanatian thatthe Egyptian
gqueen was wfragile b travel to Egypt The Britshalso refused t@end the
ivory hip mask & Queenmotherldia to Nigera for thepanAfri can fesival,
FESTAC77, allegingthat theivory hip maskthey stolefrom Benin-City in
1897 wadoo fragile totravel to Nigela. (9) Austrians havealsoarguedhat
Montezunads feather crowrwas too fagileto be sent taMexico. (10)

After Nigeria had lent Benn artefats o Vienna Ehnologymuseuntor a Benn
exhibition, the objecs returned to Nigerjavithout the objectsthat came from
museums inEurope. Similary, the Ife exibition was shown in Nigeriavithout
the Ifeartefads from theBritishMuseun. All along tken such joint exhibitions
endin African countries whout the Afican objects that cae fromWestern
museums. What then attee inentions of thosevho ae now tying to replace
restitutionwith circulationandlong-term loan8

Thatthe British Museum ad the other Eunpean musums héding Benin
artefactsare only wiling to dendbthe Iooted Bein bronzes to Nigeria and not
restitutethem shows the srongdetermnation of some Europeanotto
acknowledge thtthelooting of 1897, following theinvasionof Benin City, was
wrongand trat by now one shouldeturn the ofects to the Oba of&in We
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havestated in unmistgableterms tlat it is wrong for Nigera to borrowits own
looted artefacts fromhbse who lootd them It would beour honest and sincee
suggestia that the Eurpeans ke the arteécts until theyihally acept that it
IS wrong tosteal tre culturd artefacts of otherand refu® toreturnthem.But
why arethe Nigerias going alongwith suchdisgaceful arragemens? How
would theyhonresty explainto their peoplehe paynents andgexpenses for
borrowing thar ownlooted artefacts? How wid they honestly teach their
children ad youh aloutthe borravedartefact® They will surely beobliged to
present incompletaarativesand therebydistorthistory.

Some have allegatia Sarr and Savogid na consult tie dealers at rue de
Seinein Paris butothess found outlaterwhenthey rea the reprt thattheydid
consult some dealebsit not all of them (11) When the two scharswere
selecedby President Macrorotdo a studyon the questia of restitution
temporary orpermanentof African patrimonythe whole worlcheard abouit.
Are we to sippose thatheart dealersn Paris did nbhear abouit? Duringthe
various traelsof the auhorsin Africa and the seminarand metingsheld in
Paris,news wentaround, andtheyexplairedwhattheywere doing and how fa
theyhad goneexplainingmast of the timetheir approach and views abicihe
relevan issues.Theywere both akenon televison programmesDid the art
dealers nbhear or see alhts?Why dd theynot senca memorandm
explaining their own standpdiand their in¢érest in thesubject?They now see
thatmatters are movintpst andare worri@ abou their interest The tuth is
that the dealerdike many museumicectors do nd like taking aboutthe
sources of theiartefacts They prefer thathere belesstalk about hese mters.
d_es hosedort il ne faut pagrop enparlerd(drhings about Wich one should
nottalk too mucld. They still haveime to explan fully and clarly their
paositions and suggestis fa dealing withlootedAfrican artéacts in France.
Simply arguing hat their business wéiibe affected is not enough.

Those who do not likethe conclusimsand projsalsof the SarrSavoyreport
areoftenpushed to rake absurd suggestions iaatl of cotemplating
resttution. They will doanyhing exceprestitute looted\frican artdacts to
Africans whom they instibteach step without reaingit. Thus the Humbdaddt
Forum which intexds to open vih looted Africanartdacts,has now come out
through Hemann Parzingewyith the idea ofledicatng a roonin the restored
cadle in Berlin, for meditation a @doomof silenceand reflecton on the cimes
and cruelties & thecolonial regimé (12) Would he have made suchcruel and
insulting suggestion to the victims and surens of theNaz crimes? Someone
should tel Pazinge that Africans havéor a hunded years been meditadg) on
colonialism and all & horriblecrimes. What we need now is the ragton of
our lootedobjects as a genwrsign of acknowledgement of thgustice that

was done when thabjects wee lootedand carted off to Europe. A rooof
12



silencewould not mean that mucto those whdave beenikenced by colonial
guns.

A bronze sulpture would be placed as a remembranoécaonialism. The plan
Is thata black flagat halfmast,with thelower partin the starcasearea of the
Humbold Forum whilst the uper half will be plaedat Nachtigalplatzin the
so-called African Quartersn the Berlin Dstrict Wedding.Very curious icka
especiallyjf onerecals thatthe Nachtigalplatzis named after aotorious
colonialistwhose nam@anti-colonialists would like to see removéom stre¢
and squarefn Berlin and elsewhereCan the ignance of thosesteering the fate
of leading States be so much sitisimply arrogancand indifferenceBy the
way, wha is the symbolis of the blackcolourin this context?

In the exhibiion itself in tre HumboldtForum, the subject otolonialismwill be
explainedthrough theartefactsFor examplethe Benin Bronze whichcame
from a Bitish invasionwill be shownThere will be avideo installatiorwith
African mugum experts and th@baof Beninwill explain thehistory of the
looting and the impoene ofthe arefacts.Why the Oba and naGerman
scholaror cuator,representativef Germary who could also explaiwhat his
or her people did in Gman colonies such as SotMfest Africa,now Namibi&
This would at leastidicate that Germans regtbie atrocious ats in German
colonialism Would Parzinger suggelkavinga video statem# by the German
Chancellor Merkketo be shown in an exhibitiom Moscow pleading for the
restitutionof German artefcts taken by thRed Army during the last World
War? Why not?This will probally seem awkward and beneath thgnity of the
Chancelloés position. But it seems to thairhiboldt Forum and Parzinger rtot
bebeneath the dignity of an African Monarch

If Parzinger and thers want a symbof remembrancefdserman slaverand
colonial crimestheyshould buildin thecity-centre oBerlin, preferablyon the
Museumlisland,in front of the Humboldt Fonm, andnot in seneouitlying
district, a spectadar monumat, such as that built for the victims of Nazi
atrocities. We ako want a spectacular monument that is vésiblall and cannot
be mised or ignored by any visitor to Blen. After all, Berlin is the place where
Africaés colonization and partition werekdified.
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Holocaust MemorialBerlin.

What slaeryand cobnialism require now is definitely not silence afy kind.
The lastdecadesn Europebeen precisely silentoslavery and colonialism
leading to a great ignoranam the part of thgpeopleand the elte, aboutthose
two phenomena that havblamacterised tle relationship of Europe and Africa.
We do not wansilence about colonliam anywhere. We need monumemisit
shout abouslavery and colonialism. A room of silesxwherepeople would not
even talk dout the accurseghenomeawill help nooneand cannobe
seriously considered as symbol of remembrancéhf®l2-30 million Africans
we lostin slavery and canialism. If Germans do not want to spend any money
on sut amonumengfter they hag spent 60milion euros on a monument to
our slavemasters, theyshouldrefrain from any such invisible and neattractive
symbols Whichvisitors to Berlin would se¢hesilent room?The truth is that
even nowGermanslo not sem to havefor us Africans heempatly and
sympathythey havdor victims of Naziatrocities It is true thabbne goup
consists of blacpersons and thelogrs ardargely white peple.

In view of the horrendous atrocities of slavery and colonialism, and the
enormausbenefits derivd by Western StatelBom the constant and permaben
violations ofhuman rightstrue situations of crimes against humanity, one is
simply flabbergastedypthe ridiaulousmemorials suggested by Europeans. And
where are the memorgbf slavey and coloniakm by the Europeantes that
benefitted primariyl from these narious activities @And I say to myself,
Bordeaux and Nantes andiverpool and New Yk and San Francise, nota
single piece of this world which does not bearfimgerprint.@Aimé Césaire

(13

There are oherpersonsn Germany that semgradualy to have undestood that
changes mudie madeCulture Minister Morka Griitters who has akady
declaed supprt for the SarfSavoyreport,has als statecthatthe musems
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mustbe active in maers of restution and nd wait for African owners ©
apprachthem.(14) But she has also spoken aboutneulation.We shall see
how she develops ftherin the diedion of resitution. The Hamburg Senator
for CultureCaistensBrodahas said that irMarch2019there woull bea
comma political statemet on restitution by the Bund ad Lander.A groupof
80scholars have signed a letsaippating the SarSavoy reportand urging the
German authaties to exted the research on the owlial pastbeyondartefacts
into areas suchsEthnology,History and Arthistory. (15)

Ancestor figire of TabwaChiefLusingalwa Ng@ o mikeleeadedn 1884in a punitive
expalition by thenotorious Belgian command&mile Stoms who brought his actualap to
Belgiumn his suit caseThe ancestofigure which was stolen frolrusinga s nowin the
Africa MuseumTervuren.The scalp is in the Institut des sciescaturelles in Brusselswith
other scalps brought todgjium by $orms.Le repur de Lusinga Iwa Ng'ombeDans une
boite qui se trouve la..www.lusingagtabwa.com&See also Alen F.Roberts, A Dance of
Assassinsindiana Unversity Press2013.

My impression ishat thingsare moving andmost likely aferthe opaing of the
Humbold Forumin November 2019we will see moreof this shift ofposition
from the Geman sde. They haveeen that thre is noalternative to restitution
of looted Arican artéacts.The Guidelines fothandling collections acquired
colonial contexts will na solve the problems aéstitution (16)

Theconferencedled by President Macroim April 2019 will be very
interesting We wouldhave theGermansvho will be preparindor the gening
of the 600million Euro HumboldtForum project nenousthat somethingnay
gowrong befae the November opeaing, anxious to comhue holding the Benin
artefacts hat rave acentral place in the extion of the new mongous culture
palace Will those whocriticised the SarSavoy reporfor not having dealtwith
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the Staes of Noth Africatry to pu this itemon the agenda of theonference? |
doubt very meh.In any cas, they can always contact th@wn gowernmens or
other institutios to condut a stidy on this area. Sinkarly, the musam director
who thought theSarrSavoyreport wasweakenedy not covering Ocanig
could dso ask his ggverrmentor museumto do a smilar study for hat areaBut
would they? They are alloo scared thiagiving indepenlentacademics such a
research mject, without any catrol from the markeor the governmentvould
end inrecommendatiosifor restitutionof the looted dojecs.

We ae on the wholeagonishedand sado notethat after more than hundred
yearsof detainirg lootedAfrican artefactswe still hearfrom preset-day
Europeansthe sane selfassired arrgance and@dondescensntheir

predecesors had in dsussng the editution of ourartefacts They ask whether
we havewell-built and securedchuseumsforgetting that wlen they stole these
objecs they were not n museumsThey ask whiler we haveonseratorswith
high qualificationsto look after thdooted olpects theyforget that theseobjects
were looked aftefor centuriesnvithout any Euopean traned pesons but by our
own peofe using ounown knowledge ad experienceThe geneal failure to
undersand the true nature of col@isysters and their oppressn seems faiyl
wide-spreadThey discuss with us akthey were the owars ofthes African
objectsthatowe nothingd Eurgean cultue. They seenvery concerned about
the fuure of the doted Arican artefacts whilst we Ailtans are more concerned
abaut the presenimbalance where Eupg has most of thesbt African
artefactswheherthey have90% ornotis not decisivesince allagreethatthe
Westernworld has most of thbestAfrican artefats whereas we ourselves have
very few.

At the back of theninds of the Etopeansappeurs theracist,colonialist
imperialist Enlightenment bieff thatEuropeas are superior to Africans and
somelow have a ridht and a duty to exploit uand control usvherever and
whenever thegando soto their advantage whidhey present dsenefit to
humanity.

But why doAfricans even listen t&europeanswho generalf seento ask us to
suspenaur comma sens andlogic whenour interests are atadte? Why do
educatedifricans not challenge thiggvailing belief which mandssitself in
our relationshipwith Europeans? This gect of dominationis very praounced
in our rdations wth Western museumbat nav appear aslte st bastioaof
colonidism and imperialismWhat are the Aican govenments doing about
such obvios caes of pluder and robberyVill they be able to t their
European counterpartisat we ae Africans andare not bound to fadw
Europeanpatterrs of development and sociatganizatio. Theyshould not try
16



to tell us whato do with ouresourcesncluding our arfacts that they have
stolen ard are ralictantto part with.But will our African elite especially those
in the musam are, feel strongeroughto tell ther Eurgoean counterpasto
mind ther own business? Weodbt, for the colonialist oneo-colonialig
mentality seems to be firmanchoredere. We think of the DirecteGeneralof
the Ngerian MtionalCommission oriMuseums and Mammentswho siggested
that the inperialists museumshe so-called universamuseumsvhich he
described amternational museums, should establispetidencies in Nigeria.
When welook at he history ofrelatiors between Nigerian Museumsaritish
museum®n the backgrowhd theinvason of 1897, it seems incredible #t a
Nigerian wouldmake such a propdsa

Altar group with Oba AkenzuaBenin, Nigeria now in Ethnologisches Museum/Huntbold
Forum, Berlin, Germany

African governments are generally not dpes meh as they could and should
doin this areaWe shallleave asidéudget provisionsdr musems. Macron
made his fanmousspeech rore than a yar ago when he showed detéaration to
restitue looted Africarartefacts in France. How many Afriggovernments
have eacted? Apart from BenirBurkina Faso,Cote divoire, SenegalGabon
Morocco,the rest of the continat acs asif nothing importanthas happened yet
we know from the SarBavoy reort that the Meée du Quai Branlyis holding
looted artefacts from pracally every Africancountry: SouthAfrica458,
Angola457,Benin3157,Botswana 8, Burkina Fas 1088, Burundi8,
Cameroorv838, Cape Vede2, Comored 75, Cote dlvoire 3951,Djibouti 722,
17



Ertitreal 02, Gabon2448Gambia35, Ghanal656,etc.(See list in tle Sarr
Savoy repoit So,whatare the rest of African govamnents and their masims
waiting for before sending simple ldter to Presilent Macron that they ant
their artefats back Thisabsence foa demorstration of interest ca ultimately
not be bene€ial to the African causeCorollaryto this,is the absereof a
unitedAfrican appr@ch or policy to such sies. Thus Ethiopia quitecorredly
refuses to contemplate aalo of itsown lootedarteacts from a British museum
whilst Nigeria accept®ansof its own looted gefactsfrom several European
museumsThe African continenheedsa minimum of policy coodinationwhich
could be abne throughnternationalCouncil of African MuseumgAFRICOM).

Whatever criticisms othermay make, thers generalagreementhat the Sarr
Savoy reporhasbrought the discussions omstitution at least 20 yearsveard
and that the repodonsttutes an indispensablélestone ortheroadto
restituion. But what &se could we have expedtérom two highy qualified
academic8 Wherever the authors have presdriteir reportthey have been
enthusiasticdy received byarge audiencegspeciallyin Germanywhere the
auhorities have announced anintention of settig up soon an Internatioha
Agencyto beresponsibldor museum cooperatiomcluding cooperatiomith
African museumsWe do not have details of how this titistion will work but it
will be a German institidn. Thereditution debate as well as the kdiihg of the
Museum of Blak Civilizationsin Dakar seem to have put pressure on the
German authoties to act in this directiohVhatewer form the newGerman
International Agency for Museum cooperatioiti take, African Stées ad
museums must irgithatwe first have the restitution issue settléay idea that
thenew agency wilkettle the restitution issue must be rejected for itaniy
mean morealelays Hundredyears delays long enagh. (17)

We camot dismissthefeeling that such aewbody isintended to prevent any
possible restitution of looted Afram artefacts to Africarstates. When the talk is
of common exhibitions andenare told that the location of artefacts is no longer
decisve,we canonly assime thatheobjective is clear|: no sétution of

artefacts as the French are proposmgbind theobjecs and the Afican

curators to put up the show here in Belive e once again that Europeans
seem prepared to do anything epioreturnlooted artefcts Indeed.,it is

interesting to e the number of suggestions and projects for cooperation that
havebeen propedl since the Sat&avoy report came out.

Even those whioppose or criticiséhe reporseem to feel that the time is finally
coming when looted African artefacts would have teleturred to Africa.
Many share the opinion pressed below without the refereno jagon:

18



@ his report isnecessary reading for arone who claims tocare atout the future
of museims and the widesignificance of culturd heritage. It is notasy to rad
Z the authorshave a weakness for jargon, dnts English tranation feels
unevenz but its content is nonéheless forceful. Manyf the objections that have
been raised to thiseport z legal, gegoolitical, conservatioral, éhical or
otherwisez are anticipated and celiberated in its text. Whetheor not one
agreeswith the proposls, there is o turning awayfrom its point of departire,
thaO O U theumateidt culiural legacy d subSaharan Afica remains
preserved ad housed outside of he Africancontinertd h orlitsSler#&nd for a
more equiteble future®(18)

Anyway, Bénédicte Savgy and FelwineSarr havepresentecn excellenteport
andshould notbe bothered bygriticisms of museundirecbors, frightenedhat
theymight lose artefactsillegally acquiredthatareon display in theirmuseums
or in their sbrerooms As we saym Akan, nipa beyebina wambeye niyiaa
We came to d some workbut not all

Thefamouswords pronounced by the young Freritriesidat Emmanuel
Macron, on 28November2017 atOuagadougouBurkina Fasostill ring in the
ears of many Africanand theseisnic effects of those wordsre stil felt in
manymuseims ancchancelleriesn Europe:

ARél cannot accepulturalhaitage af seeral Afgcan part of
countries ign France. There are historical explanations for that, but no valid
justifications that are durable and unconditional. African heritage cannot only

be in private cokctions and European museums. Africarithge must &

highlightedin Paris, but also in Bkar, in Lagos, in Cotonodhis will be one of

my priorities. | want conditions to be met within the next five years for the

temporary or permanent restitution ofrishn heritage to Afric@@Emmanuel

Macran (19)

Kwame Opoku
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Bernie Gant, Labour Membenpf the British Parliamentfrom 1987 to his death
in 2000. Grant urged theBritish to return looted Bnin artefacts BeninBronzes
Campaign Files | Té Bernie GranfArchiventtps://alchetron.com/BerniGrant-
744944\,

K. Opoku Will Western Museums Tethe True Histaesof Their Acquisitons
...https//www.modernghana.com/.../walWesten-museumsell-the-...

1. Condusions d the Athens Irgrnational Cordrerceon the Returnof ...
www.unego.org/cultue/lawsfpdf/Conclusims_Athensen.pd

2.restituionrepor2018.conRestiuer le patrimoine aficain3. Frerch President
Emmanel Macron calls fonterndional
3.https:/iwww.theartnewspaper.com/news/frenmiesidentemmanuke

See alsethe folowingvideassRes t i t ut i on HAfriquevunempgortd ' ar t
controversé rem a ..

Brut - DesEtats aficains cemandent la restitution deursi uvr es d' ar t

Vers la retitution du patrimoine afgain

4. British Museum Skl Benn Brorzes- Forbes
https//www.forbes.com/208/04/03/0403conntiml

_British Museum sold paousbronzes | Ukhews | The Guardian
https:/www.theguardian @m/uk/20@®/mar/28/edaation.museums
BBC News | ARTS Benin brorzes soldd Nigeria
newsbbc.®.uk/2/hi/entertainment/189&5.stm
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5. Nigeriantreasurs | No Humboldt 21
www.no-humboldtZ.de/information/nigea_treasues/

From Benin taQuaiBrany - Dr. Kwame Opolu - AFRIKANET.info
www.afrikanet.ifio/archivl/index.php&ption=com..tax...

Further Report frmtheedh i b i t | eKingsfamldritubs:rCourt Arts ...
https//www.modenghanacom/../furtherreportfrom-the-exhibi..

6. Opinion | Lod in Loot -Benin Headf Oba In NazLootedJewis Art ...
https://www.modernigana.@m/../loot-in-loot-beninheadof-oba..

7. The HUmboldt Forum as the Epictemof SharedHeritage Shared Heritage-
Stiftung Reuliscler Kuturbesitzhttps:/ivww.preussischer
kulturbesitzde/.../staredheritagehtml

Herman Painger, KlausDieter LehmannNeil MacGregor, Sigrid ...
https://dideslive.com/38897022/shardérritage?locale=de

Museumsarbeti Teilen und Tauschen und das kulturelle Erbe (Archiv)
https://lwww.deutschlandfunk.de/museumsarbalenundtauscherund-das
kulturelle-....

| ooted/ stolen cul tur al artefacts decl ¢
www.no-hunmboldt21.de/.../Opoku_ SHARED HERIT2E-4..pd...

8. Mine is mine butyoursisours: Commentsn a suggegion to take
..https://www.malernchana.com/./mine-is-mine-but-yoursis-our...

9. Beninivory mask- Wikipedia
https://en.wikipedia.ag/wiki/Benin_ivory mask
https://www.vanguardngr.com/2@02/festae40-histary-mysterybehindmask/
https://www.vanguardngr.com/.../festd@-history-mysterybehi...

The Controversal Maskof Benin- The Washington Pasib:/mwww.museum-
security.org/opoku_idia_mask.htm

https:/inww.washingbnpost.com/...mask...benin/f6845tffbd-4...

Kwame Opoku THEY ARE SELLING QUEENMOTHER IDIA MASK ...
httpsi/groups.gogle.com/d/topic/museum.../HAFsSwG2ew4
http://www.museunsecuity.org/opoku_idia_mask.htm

See also annex below.

10. afrikanet.info Kwame Qpoku: It's time taeturnthe Mantezuma Crown
..www.afrikanet.ido/.. /kwame-opokuits-time-to-returnthe-mont..
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hasMexicorenauncedher claimtoMo n t e z faathar@osvn hatis ...
https://www.toncrerars.r/hasmexco-renouncd-herclaim-to-m..
Montezuma headdress goatisbrage- Cultural Property ...
culturalpropeatyrepat.blogspot.com/.../onteaimaheaddessgoe...

has mexico renouncedier claim to montezua's father crown that is ...
https//www.toncremes.ri/hasmexico-rerouncedherclaim-to-m.

11. http:/kheartrewgpaper.com/news/frenepresdentemmanuelmacion-calls
forinternationatconferenceon-the-return-of-africanartefacts

12. Humboldt Foum: Patziger fordert Gedenkraum fikoloniales
...https:/www.tagessp e g e Kultd e U

Monaopol Magazin, 03.01.2019: Gkenkiaum fir loloniales Unrecht im
HumboldtForum gdordert

13.Aimé CésaireCa hi er d 6 u §s nata Présence Alicaing) Raris,
1956 PP.44fEt je me dis Bordeaux et Nis etLiverpool et New Ydr

et San Francisco

pas un bout de ce monde que porte mon epreintedigitale.o

14. Kolonialismus ud Rawbkunst: Eind_licke in unserem &lachhisi FAZ
https:/ivwww.faz.netaktuel/feuilleton/debatenkolonialismusund-raubkunst
einelueckein-unserengedaecinis-159424 B.htm

taz, 03.01.2019: Unterntri ch Kulturgdaatsministen Monika Giitters

(CDU) fordert offersive Riick@abe

Kolonialisrmus: Gibt eslen politischen Willen zuRestitutionq Kultur ...
https:/www.dw.com/dekolonialismus-gibt-esdenpolitischenwillen.../a
46963206

Gruttersfur offensvere Riclgabe von Kolonialobjekten
https://www.monopceimagam.de/gruetterfueroffensivereruedkgabevorn-
kolonial..

15. Kolonialgeschchte: Was wir jetzt brauem| ZEIT ONLINE - Die Zeit
https://lww.2z i t . de U DJ EU ZJEdhIr qAagaigh: 62 018 0 A
Was wirjetzt brauchen Fir Restitutbnen und einen neuen Umgang
https://eiropehist.hypothesesgii410

SdholarsUrge Germany to Create a Natsbinstitute Addressing ...
https://www.atforum.com/.../scholas-urge-germany-to-create-a-..

https:/mww.domralio.de/.../@bate-um-rueckgabeson-koloniakkulturgueten-
intens.
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A Dinosaur,
Brachiosurus brarai, 13.27metres tall found atTendaguryuTanzana during an
expedition led by German investigats now in Museumif Naturkunde Betlin.

ANNEX.

NOTE ON FESTAQVIASK AND DIFFICULTIES EXPERIENCED BY
AFRICA IN TRYING TO OBTAIN THEQUEENMOTHER MASK FOR

THE PURPOSES OFESTAC77 FROM THE ILLEGAL HOLDER, BRITISH
MUSEUM. Theivory hip maskin the BritishMuseumrepresentsraimageof
Queen Mater Idia, mother of Ob&sige, who rded Benn in the 16th century.
Another Idia hip mask is in the Metropolitan Museum of Aléw York. This
mask has become grsbol of Pan Africanism and was used as the official logo
of FESTAC 77, a African cultural estival. When the Nigeain Govemment
requestd the British to lend thenask for the purposes of the African festival
they refused. After all kinds of excuses, tllae mask could not travel, they
asked for a high insurance premium whibe Ngerians werevilling to pay but
theBritishrefused finaly. This great disrespedat the people of Benin, all
Nigerians and the entire continent of Africa has not been fiengbiut
apparently the British Government does not claideed when theCBCAA
asked forthe celebration of the 40 annversary of ESTAC, Neil McGregor,
then Director of the British Museum in his response to the letter of request from
Prof. Tunde Balewt did not even to refer to the request for the artefact but
rather spoke@bout agoing ceoperation between Nigeriandthe British

Musaum. It would have been a magicent opportunity to make some amends,
albeit small, if the British Parliament had paksdaw immediately after this
disgraceful refusal to make the returnaieenmather Idia pasible.
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Imagel. Displayedat the Bitish MuseumLondon.

Image Il

Displayedat the Metropolitan MuseunNew York U.SA.
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